
TO THE ELECTORS OF THE 

COUNTY OF MEATH. 

By Charles Stewart Parnell. 

From The Irishman, 17 April, 1875. 

GENTLEMEN: – 

The untimely death of the single-minded and noble Irishman 

who so well and faithfully served you in Parliament has caused a 

vacancy in the representation of your County. 

I offer myself for your adoption as a Candidate. 

Upon the great question of Home Rule, I will by all means seek 

the restoration to Ireland of our Domestic Parliament, upon the basis 

of the resolutions passed at the National Conference, and the 

principles of the Irish Home Rule League, of whose Council I am an 

active member. 

If elected to Parliament I will give my cordial adherence to the 

resolutions adopted at, the Conference of Irish members, and will act 

independently alike of all English parties. 

The wishes and feelings of the Irish nation are in favour of 

Religious Education. In these feelings I concur, and I will earnestly 

endeavour to obtain for Ireland a system of Education in all its 

branches – Primary, Intermediate, and University – which will deal 

impartially with all Religious Denominations, by affording to every 

parent the opportunity of obtaining for his child an Education 

combined with that religious teaching of which his conscience 

approves. 

I believe security for his tenure and the fruits of his industry to 

be equally necessary to do justice to the tenant, and to promote the 

prosperity of the whole community. I will, therefore, support such an 

extension of the ancient and historic Tenant Right of Ulster, in all its 

integrity, to the other parts of Ireland, as will secure to the tenants 

continuous occupation, at fair rents, and upon this subject I adopt the 

declarations of the Tenant Right Conferences held in Dublin and 

Belfast. 



I think the time has long since come when a complete and 

unconditional Amnesty ought to be extended to all the prisoners, 

without distinction, who are suffering for taking part in transactions 

arising out of political movements in Ireland. 

I am in favour of the Revision and Amendment of the Grand Jury 

Laws. 

I do not appear before you as an untried man. In March 1874, I 

contested the county of Dublin against Colonel Taylor, the 

Government candidate, at the request of the Irish Home Rule League. 

Neither are my name and family unknown in the history of Irish 

politics. My ancestor, Sir John Parnell, in the old Irish Parliament, 

was the active and energetic advocate of the removal of the disabilities 

which affected his Catholic fellow-countrymen. In the evil days of 

corruption, which destroyed the independence of Ireland, he lost a 

great office, and refused a Peerage to oppose the fatal measure of 

Union. His successor, Sir Henry Parnell, rendered in the British 

Parliament services to the cause of Catholic Emancipation and of 

Ireland which the Irish people have not forgotten. 

If you adopt me, I will endeavour, and I think I can promise, that 

no act of mine will ever discredit the name which has been associated 

with these recollections. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your faithful servant, 

CHARLES STEWART PARNELL, 

Avondale, 2nd April, 1875. 


