
MICHAEL LARKIN’S SPEECH 

FROM THE DOCK 
I have only got a word or two to say concerning Sergeant Brett. 

As my friend here said, no one could regret the man’s death as much 

as I do. With regard to the charge of pistols and revolvers, and my 

using them, I call my God as a witness that I used neither pistols, 

revolvers, nor any instrument that day that would take the life of a 

child, let alone a man. Nor did I go there on purpose to take life away. 

Certainly, my lords, I do not want to deny that I did go to give aid and 

assistance to those two noble heroes that were confined in that van – 

Kelly and Deasey. I did go to do as much as lay in my power to 

extricate them from their confinement; but I did not go to take life, 

nor, my lord, did anyone else. It is a misfortune that life was taken; but 

if it was taken it was not done intentionally, and the man who has 

taken life, ye have not got. I was at the scene of action when there was 

over, I dare say, 150 people standing by. I thought, my lord, I had 

some respectable people to come up as witnesses against me. I am 

sorry to have to say, but as my friend said, - I will make no further 

remarks concerning that. 

All I have to say, my lords and gentlemen, is that so far as my 

trial went, and the way it was conducted, I believe I have got a fair 

trial. So far as my counsel went, they have done their utmost in the 

protection of my life; likewise, my worthy solicitor, Mr. Roberts. But 

I believe the old saying is a true one; what is decreed a man in the page 

of life he has to fulfil, either on the gallows, by drowning, death in bed, 

or on the battlefield. So I look to the mercy of God. May God forgive 

all who have sworn my life away. As I am a dying man, I forgive them 

from the bottom of my heart. May God forgive them. 


