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With the launching of the Volunteer Movement, we the Irish
people not only reassume our manhood, but once again voice our claim
to stand among the nations of the world in the full tradition of the
Christian civilisation. For a hundred and fourteen years we have
suffered the degradation consequent on our close dependence on the
most degraded nation of Europe. Perhaps, indeed, “Nation” is too
proud a name to apply to a people who had lost the traditions that
have raised all Christian communities to the dignity of civilised
nationhood — the tradition of arms, the tradition of honour, and the
tradition of FFaith. Most significant in this regard is their abandonment
of the term Nation for the term Empire, a word heavy with that
arrogance which is the cause of the essential impotence of power based
on the subjugation and subjection of peoples; a word charged with
echoes of the toppling walls of Rome and of Byzantium. We have
suffered from such dependence, but we have not fallen so low as to
acquiesce In the destruction of our traditions, or even in their
suppression. From the earliest times down to the present generation
we had kept to the happy custom of bearing arms in the defence of our
lives and liberties, and though we have thus preserved our honour and
our Faith, we must not be blind to the extent of our separation from
the common heritage of Christendom, due to our relations with
England.

With the exception of England there is no nation in Europe that
cannot in case of need call to arms not merely a small section of
professional fighting men (England’s army forms about 1 in 200 of its
population), but the majority of the able-bodied men of the nation.
This is the logical consequence of the Christian civilisation, and is



founded on the eternal principle that a man having in himself to found
a family must also have in himself the power to defend a family and
assure its continued existence; an individual responsible or liable to be
responsible for an essential portion of the State must also be held
responsible for its preservation. Thus it is at once the duty and the
dignity of Christian manhood to bear arms, even if only for their
symbolism, and if there were to be no likelihood of the necessity for
their use. A man 1s not fully a man until he holds the power of life and
death. A man is not fully a man, not is a nation a nation without the
power to direct a policy and to ensure civil and religious liberty to
those who demand these blessings. For this reason conscription is the
prevailing military policy among the Powers of Europe. The whole
nation must bear arms. If its men’s training is to be of such a kind that
they would be prevented from following their ordinary trades and
profession, and if at the same time the number of the army is to be so
great as to preclude a compensating rate of payment to the
professional classes, their volunteers must give place to conscripts. If,
as with ourselves, the conditions are not so stringent, the majority of
men forming the nation must volunteer and submit themselves to
training and discipline.

For it is necessary to realise now and forever what our long and
bitter experience should surely have taught us, that a man no matter
how great his capability and courage is of no importance in fighting
except in his place in an army; that an army is not an aggregation of
individuals but a co-ordinated and centralised instrument of policy;
that actual fighting is frequently the least of the duties of an army, and
that the two things that condition all uses of armies in any country are
that country’s history and geography. These truths so often
unrealised in Ireland are, of course, mere commonplaces on the
Continent. In England an exaggerated importance attached to them
may help in some measure to account for the abuse of professionalism
in military matters which has followed the complete loss of ideals and
the decay of public spirit among the English people. Yet with all their
hatred of vital action and of the freedom that co-operation in just
government alone can give, and in spite of their outcry for the liberty
to do nothing whenever conscription or anything approaching



universal training is mentioned, the English people will have to
swallow a hastily rushed Act of Parliament providing for instant
compulsory military service if and when any invasion of England by a
Foreign Power becomes imminent. Needless to say it will then be too
late. An army is not made in a moment. Owing also to the mystery
that enwraps modern diplomacy, negotiations are kept so secret that
no warning could be given officially until all was practically over.
Only those who have come to close quarters with some modern
campaign, and a few who read history with understanding, can picture
anything of the hopelessness and horror of the inhabitants of a country
who are forced to stand by helpless and impotent while the destinies
of their home and country are bartered away by outside negotiators
on points of policy or military success. This that might have been our
fate at any time during the past century, when it would have been a
questionable evil, will certainly be our fate in the years to come when
its evilness will be beyond question, unless we take this opportunity
of creating such a force in support of our own government as will
infallibly make the voice of the Irish people audible in the Councils of
Europe, and our decision the supreme factor in all questions regarding
this race and nation.

To-day, thank God, our task is begun. Owing to happy
coincidence of causes we have been able to inaugurate a movement
that has put new heart into the builders of the Irish Nation at the very
moment when they need most encouragement, the moment when the
debris has been cleared away from the foundations, laid so long ago
and their colossal work of reconstruction is about to begin. The
conditions which made this movement possible are chiefly two. First,
the absurd blunder perpetrated by the leaders of the Unionist Party in
England in permitting themselves to be led by the nose by a little ring
of fanatics and “interested” persons, under the impression that they
had found a sufficiently sentimental and alarming catchword to rouse
the English voters to prevent the passing of the Home Rule Bill; and
for the sake of a party-cry committing themselves to the principle of
military agitation as politically legitimate. The second condition is a
nobler one. It is that the revivifying power of liberty is so great and
its flood of light so overwhelming that its mere approach is sufficient



to dispel the darknesses of lassitude consequent on complete or partial
slavery, and to brace a people sinking into servitude and decadence to
undertake its own regeneration.
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