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At a time when legislative proposals universally confessed to be 

of vital concern for the future of Ireland have been put forward, and 

are awaiting decision, a plan has been deliberately adopted by one of 

the great English political parties, advocated by the leaders of that 

party and by its numerous organs in the Press, and brought 

systematically to bear on English public opinion, to make the display 

of military force and the menace of armed violence the determining 

factor in the future relations between this country and Great Britain. 

The party which has thus substituted open force for the 

semblance of civil government is seeking by this means not merely to 

decide an immediate political issue of grave concern to this Nation, 

but also to obtain for itself the future control of all our National affairs. 

It is plain to every man that the people of Ireland if they acquiesce in 

this new policy by their inaction, will consent to the surrender, not 

only of their rights as a Nation, but of their civic rights as men. 

The Act of Union deprived the Irish Nation of the power to 

direct its own course and to develop and use its own resources for its 

own benefit. It gave us, instead, the meagre and seldom effective right 

of throwing our votes into the vast and complicated movement of 

British politics. Since the Act of Union a long series of repetitive 

statutes has endeavoured to deal with the incessant discontent of the 

Irish people by depriving them of various rights common to all who 

live under the British Constitution. The new policy goes further than 

the Act of Union, and further than all subsequent Coercion Acts taken 

together. It proposes to leave us the political franchise in name, and to 

annihilate it in fact. If we fail to take such measures as will effectually 

defeat this policy, we become politically the most degraded population 

in Europe, and no longer worthy of the name of Nation. 

Are we to rest inactive, in the hope that the course of politics in 

Great Britain may save us from the degradation openly threatened 



against us? British politics are controlled by British interests, and are 

complicated by problems of great importance to the people of Great 

Britain. In a crisis of this kind, the duty of safeguarding our own rights 

is our duty first and foremost. They have rights who dare maintain 

them. If we remain quiescent, by what title can we expect the people 

of Great Britain to turn aside from their own pressing concerns to 

defend us? Will not such an attitude of itself mark us out as a people 

unworthy of defence? 

Such is the occasion, not altogether unfortunate, which has 

brought about the inception of the Irish Volunteer movement. But the 

Volunteers, once they have enrolled, will form a prominent element in 

the national life under a National Government. The Nation will 

maintain its Volunteer organisations as a guarantee of the liberties 

which the Irish people shall have secured. 

If ever in history people could say that an opportunity was given 

them by God’s will to make an honest and manly stand for their rights, 

that opportunity is given us to-day. The stress of industrial effort, the 

relative peace and prosperity of recent years, may have dulled the 

sense of the full demands of civic duty. We may forget that the powers 

of the platform, the Press, and the polling booth are derived from the 

conscious resolve of the people to maintain their rights and liberties. 

From time immemorial, it has been held by every race of mankind to 

be the right and duty of a freeman to defend his freedom with all his 

resources and with his life itself. The exercise of that right 

distinguishes the freeman from the serf, the discharge of that duty 

distinguishes him from the coward. 

To drill, to learn the use of arms, to acquire the habit of 

concerted and disciplined action, to form a citizen army from a 

population now at the mercy of almost any organised aggression – 

this, beyond all doubt, is a programme that appeals to all Ireland, but 

especially to young Ireland. We begin at once in Dublin, and we are 

confident that the movement will be taken up without delay all over 

the country. Public opinion has already and quite spontaneously 

formed itself into an eager desire for the establishment of the Irish 

Volunteers. 



The object proposed for the Irish Volunteers is to secure and 

maintain the rights and liberties common to all the people of Ireland. 

Their duties will be defensive and protective, and they will not 

contemplate either aggression or domination. Their ranks are open to 

all able-bodied Irishmen without distinction of creed, politics, or social 

grade. Means will be found whereby Irishmen unable to serve as 

ordinary Volunteers will be enabled to aid the Volunteer forces in 

various capacities. There will also be work for women to do, and there 

are signs that the women of Ireland, true to their record, are especially 

enthusiastic for the success of the Irish Volunteers. 

We propose for the Volunteers’ organisation the widest possible 

basis. Without any other association or classification, the Volunteers 

will be enrolled according to the district in which they live. As soon 

as it is found feasible, the district sections will be called upon to join 

in making provision for the general administration and discipline, and 

for united co-operation. The Provisional Committee which has acted 

up to the present will continue to offer its services until a elective body 

is formed to replace it. 

A proportion of time spared, not from work, but from pleasure 

and recreation, a voluntary adoption of discipline, a purpose firmly and 

steadily carried through, will renew the vitality of the Nation. Even 

that degree of self-discipline will bring back to every town, village, 

and countryside a consciousness that has long been forbidden them – 

the sense of freemen who have fitted themselves to defend the cause of 

freedom. 

In the name of National Unity, of National Dignity, of National 

and Individual Liberty, of Manly Citizenship, we appeal to our 

countrymen to recognise and accept without hesitation the 

opportunity that has been granted them to join the ranks of the Irish 

Volunteers, and to make the movement now begun not unworthy of 

the historic title which it has adopted. 

 


